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NSW GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS NORTHERN RIVERS’ 
SCREEN AND CULTURAL SECTOR  

 
The NSW Liberals & Nationals Government is assisting growth and development of 
the Northern Rivers’ diverse screen and cultural sectors with a funding injection across 
the Arts sector. 
	  
The funding will go towards Northern Rivers Screenworks, Byron Bay International 
Film Festival and the Alstonville Plateau Historical Society. 
	  
Minister for the Arts, Troy Grant was today joined by the Member for Ballina, Don 
Page to announce funding to support local upcoming projects by local screen and 
cultural groups.   
 
Mr Grant said funding screen programs helps to provide opportunities for local cast 
and crew, while professional development programs bolster this support with access 
to skills development. 
 
“I’m very pleased to announce $15,000 for the Northern Rivers Screenworks’ 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Mentoring Program and a $50,000 investment for 
two years for their successful ‘Enterprise’ development program,” Mr Grant said.  
 
The ten day Bryon Bay International Film Festival also secured $30,000 to assist in 
the production of their festivals for the next three years and the Alstonville Plateau 
Historical Society didn’t go empty handed receiving an injection of $2,000 to mark the 
150th anniversary of Alstonville by producing a publication. 
 
“The NSW Liberals & Nationals Government is working hard to foster creative talent, 
ensuring every budding filmmaker has access to quality professional mentoring and 
local historical projects developed and undertaken by local historical societies are 
supported,” Mr Grant said.   
 
“The funding for the historical society will assist with the research, writing and 
publication of what I’m sure will be a very special local history project and the 
investment in the Byron Bay International Film is testament to our commitment to help 
build audiences by supporting festivals that make film more accessible,” Mr Grant 
concluded.  
 
Member for Ballina, Mr Page said the funding will benefit a broad-cross section of the 
community, enhancing both screen industry capacity and audience development 
engagement.  
 
“I’m thrilled the NSW Government is getting behind the talent of the Northern Rivers 
region and committing not only multi-year funding but money for very significant local 
projects,” Mr Page said.  
 



“I welcome the funding to assist our local historical society to develop a book on the 
anniversary of Alstonville which will be a prized asset to our area and I’m sure it will 
play an important role in understanding the fascinating history of Alstonville.  
 
“I encourage everyone to mark the Byron Bay International Film Festival in their 
diaries with something for everyone from school programs through to master classes 
and over 225 films including global premiers,” Mr Page said.  
 
Mr Page also congratulated Northern Rivers Screenworks for their commitment to 
educate and entertain the community.  
 
“Northern Rivers Screenworks’ efforts to mentor, develop and train our region’s talent 
together with showcasing quality film and guest speakers is to be applauded and I 
look forward to them going from strength to strength with this long term investment 
from the NSW Government.”  
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Successful screen and cultural programs in the Ballina electorate are: 
 

• Northern Rivers Screenworks, $15,000, for the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Mentoring Program, an outcome-focused mentoring program 
for local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who currently have an 
initial project idea that will benefit from mentor assistance. The goal of this 
program is to develop to funding / pitch ready status and to build participants’ 
confidence and capacity. The program will provide the access, nurturing, 
intelligence and networking required to assist emerging and early-career 
content creators in Byron Bay, Bangalow, Lismore, Ballina, Grafton, Casino, 
Ballina and Murwillumbah, and to build careers in a regional context. (Industry 
Development Fund 2014/15) 

• Greenhouse Events Pty Ltd, $10,000 a year for three years (2014/15 to 
2016/17), for Bryon Bay International Film Festival, a ten-day festival held in 
Byron Bay in March, with a program of over 225 films including world and 
Australian premieres; an industry program of master classes, industry panels, 
networking events, and a schools program for primary and secondary students 
throughout the Northern Rivers region. (Audience Development Fund 2014/15)  

• Northern Rivers Screenworks, $50,000 a year for two years (2014/15 to 
2015/16), for its professional development program, ‘Enterprise’, designed to 
help develop commercially viable projects which will attract audiences, funding 
and distribution and ideally be produced in the Northern Rivers region. (Industry 
Development project already contracted for multi-year funding which 
commenced in 2013/14) 

• Northern Rivers Screenworks, $10,000 a year for two years (2014/15 to 
2015/16), to premiere screenings of Australian films across the Northern Rivers 
region including guest speakers and Q&A sessions. (Audience Development 
projects already contracted for multi-year funding which commenced in 
2013/14) 

• Alstonville Plateau Historical Society Inc, $2,000, to mark the 150th 
anniversary of Alstonville by producing a publication focusing on early 
settlement, early industries, the establishment of the village, the war years and 
social history. (2014 Cultural Grants Program)  

 


